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Draw a figure to represent a good leader. Around the figure, list five 
characteristics that you believe make a good leader. Draw a line from
each characteristic to the part of the figure that symbolizes that character-
istic. For example, if a good leader should be persuasive, write the word
Persuasive beside the figure. Then draw a line from the word to the 
figure’s mouth.
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Read Critical Thinking Question A, and then follow the steps below.

Step 1: Read Section 30.2. Explain what happened to the Greek city-
states as a result of the Peloponnesian War. Write your answer below.

Step 2: Discuss these questions:

1. On a sports team, what are the disadvantages of team members fight-
ing among themselves? What are the advantages?

2. What do you think the advantages and disadvantages were of the con-
stant fighting among the Greek city-states?

3. If team members are constantly fighting among themselves, is it more
or less likely they will be beaten by another team? Why?

4. Do you think the wars between the Greek city-states made them more
or less able to resist Philip? Why?

Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, planned to take advantage
of the wars between the Greek city-states to conquer them. How
successful do you think his plan will be?

Critical Thinking Question A

Macedonia
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Step 3: Rate Philip’s plan to defeat the Greek city-states by taking
advantage of the wars between them. Before finding out what really
happened, rate the plan according to how successful you think it will be.
Place your token on the spectrum below to show your rating. Be prepared
to give two reasons for your rating. 

Step 4: Share your opinions. When the teacher directs you, send your
Presenter to the front of the room. The Presenter will place your Group
Number sheet on the appropriate place on the spectrum on the board and
explain why your group placed it there.

Step 5: Mark your spectrum. After the class discussion, decide with
your group whether you wish to change your token’s position. Indicate
your final prediction by marking an X on the spectrum in Step 3. If 
necessary, change the position of your Group Number sheet on the board,
and explain to the class why you made the change.

Step 6: Read Section 30.3 to find out how successful Philip’s 
plan was.

Very unsuccessful Very successful
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READING NOTES 30
Read Critical Thinking Question B, and then follow the steps below.

Step 1: Read Section 30.4. Write your answers to the 
questions below.

1. Why was Alexander well trained to be a leader?

2. Why did Alexander decide to attack Persia?

Step 2: Discuss these questions:

1. Who is more likely to get you to do something for him or her: some-
one who threatens to beat you up if you don’t, or someone who offers
you money if you do?

2. Why do you think Alexander planned to destroy some of the cities he
conquered and sell the people into slavery? Do you think this was a
good idea or a bad idea? Why?

3. Why do you think Alexander planned to rebuild destroyed property in
some cities he conquered and appoint local leaders to rule? Do you
think this was a good idea or a bad idea? Why?

Alexander planned to use terror and kindness to conquer an empire.
How successful do you think his plan will be?

Critical Thinking Question B

Defeats
Enemy
Forces
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Step 3: Rate Alexander’s plan to use terror and kindness to conquer
an empire. Before finding out what really happened, rate the plan 
according to how successful you think it will be. Place your token on 
the spectrum below to show your rating. Be prepared to give two reasons
for your rating. 

Step 4: Share your opinions. When the teacher directs you, send your
Presenter to the front of the room to place your Group Number sheet on
the spectrum on the board and explain why your group placed it there.

Step 5: Mark your spectrum. After the class discussion, decide with
your group whether you wish to change your token’s position. Indicate
your final prediction by marking an X on the spectrum in Step 3. If neces-
sary, change the position of your Group Number sheet on the board, and
explain why you made the change.

Step 6: Read Section 30.5 to find out how successful the plan was.

Very unsuccessful Very successful
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READING NOTES 30
Read Critical Thinking Question C, and then follow the steps below.

Step 1: Read Section 30.6. Write two ways Alexander 
spread Greek ideas in order to unite the different peoples 
of his empire. 

Step 2: Discuss these questions:

1. Do you think all people living in America should learn to speak
English? Why or why not?

2. Why do you think Alexander insisted that government officials and
soldiers speak only Greek? Do you think that was a good idea or a bad
idea? Why?

3. If you went to another country, what things from the United States
might you see? When people see things from the United States in 
their countries, do you think it makes them respect Americans more 
or less? Why?

4. How do you think non-Greeks felt about Greeks when they saw 
Greek buildings, art, theater, literature, and government in the cities
Alexander started? Do you think it made them respect the Greeks 
more or less? Why?

Alexander planned to unite the people he conquered by spreading
Greek ideas. How successful do you think his plan will be in uniting
the empire?

Critical Thinking Question C

Spreads
Greek
Ideas



READING NOTES 30

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute Alexander the Great and His Empire 199

Step 3: Rate Alexander’s plan to spread Greek ideas to unite his
empire. Rate the plan according to how successful you think it will be.
Place your token on the spectrum below to show your rating. Be prepared
to give two reasons for your rating. 

Step 4: Share your opinions. When the teacher directs you, send your
Presenter to the front of the room to place your Group Number sheet on
the spectrum on the board and explain why your group placed it there.

Step 5: Mark your spectrum. After the class discussion, decide with
your group whether you wish to change your token’s position. Indicate
your final prediction by marking an X on the spectrum in Step 3. If neces-
sary, change the position of your Group Number sheet on the board, and
explain why you made the change.

Very unsuccessful Very successful
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READING NOTES 30
Read Critical Thinking Question D, and then follow the steps below.

Step 1: Read Section 30.7. List two ways Alexander used 
religion to convince people in his empire to accept him as 
their leader.

Step 2: Discuss these questions:

1. Do you think it is important for your leader to follow the same religion
as you do? Why or why not?

2. Why do you think Alexander treated all religions as equal? Do you
think this was a good idea or a bad idea? Why?

3. If people believed that Alexander was a god, how might they feel
about things he did? 

4. If people did not think Alexander was a god, how might they feel
about the fact that he said he was a god?

Alexander planned to use religion to get people to accept him as
their leader. He thought this would unite the people of his empire.
How successful do you think his plan will be?

Critical Thinking Question D

Uses
Religion
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Step 3: Rate Alexander’s plan to use religion to get people to accept
him as their leader. Rate the plan according to how successful you think
it will be. Place your token on the spectrum below to show your rating.
Be prepared to give two reasons for your rating. 

Step 4: Share your opinions. When the teacher directs you, send your
Presenter to the front of the room to place your Group Number sheet on
the spectrum on the board and explain why your group placed it there.

Step 5: Mark your spectrum. After the class discussion, decide with
your group whether you wish to change your token’s position. Indicate
your final prediction by marking an X on the spectrum in Step 3. If neces-
sary, change the position of your Group Number sheet on the board, and
explain why you made the change.

Very unsuccessful Very successful
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READING NOTES 30
Read Critical Thinking Question E, and then follow the steps below.

Step 1: Read Section 30.8. Write four foreign ideas or 
customs that Alexander adopted.

Step 2: Discuss these questions:

1. When people live in another country, do you think they should dress
like the people in that country, or wear the same clothes they usually
wear? Why?

2. Why do you think Alexander wore Persian clothes? Do you think this
was a good idea or a bad idea?

3. Suppose a child has a mother from one country and a father from
another country. How might that affect the languages the child speaks,
the foods he or she eats, and the holidays he or she celebrates?

4. Why do you think Alexander encouraged marriages between
Macedonians and Persians? Do you think this was a good idea or 
a bad idea? Why?

Alexander planned to unite the people he conquered by adopting
some of their cultural practices. How successful do you think his
plan will be in uniting his empire?

Critical Thinking Question E

Adopts
Foreign
Ways



READING NOTES 30

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute Alexander the Great and His Empire 203

Step 3: Rate Alexander’s plan to unite his empire by accepting foreign
ways and encouraging Macedonians to do the same. Rate the plan
according to how successful you think it will be. Place your token on the
spectrum below to show your rating. Be prepared to give two reasons for
your rating. 

Step 4: Share your opinions. When the teacher directs you, send your
Presenter to the front of the room to place your Group Number sheet on
the spectrum on the board and explain why your group placed it there.

Step 5: Mark your spectrum. After the class discussion, decide with
your group whether you wish to change your token’s position. Indicate
your final prediction by marking an X on the spectrum in Step 3. If neces-
sary, change the position of your Group Number sheet on the board, and
explain why you made the change.

Very unsuccessful Very successful



Design four medallions that commemorate different parts of Alexander’s
plans to conquer and unite his empire. Color your illustrations. Then write
a brief explanation of what each medallion shows.

PROCESSING 30
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