
Math Vocabulary for ALGEBRA – Side 1 
 

These definitions will be helpful in solving some algebra problems.  When you have solved a difficult problem, you may choose to include it on 
the sheet to remind you how to solve it.  

 
What it is… What it’s called… My examples: Example in numbers: 
    

A math phrase that combines 
numbers, operation signs and 
sometimes variables. It does not 
have an equal sign. 

Expression  15 + 4     12 + 6 

A letter or symbol that stands for a 
number.  You can use a variable in 
an expression to model a situation. 

Variable  
n 

n + 4 

A number sentence that uses the 
equal sign to show that two 
amounts are equal. 

Equation  20 + 5 = 25 

Also known as the Order Property. 
Addends may be added in any 
order without changing the value 
of the sum. 

Commutative 
Property 

 34 + 10 = 10 + 34 

Also known as the Grouping 
Property.  You may group addends 
differently without changing the 
value of the sum. 

Associative 
Property 

 (4+3) + 3 = 3 + (3+4) 

You may add zero to any number 
without changing the value of the 
number. 

Zero Property  
42 + 0 = 42 
2 + 0 = 2 

Math Cheat Sheet  
This is meant as a guide.  Not an absolute solution for all math word problems. 
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Math Vocabulary for ALGEBRA – Side 2 

 
These definitions will be helpful in solving some algebra problems.  When you have solved a difficult problem, you may choose to include it on 
the sheet to remind you how to solve it.  

 
What it is… What it’s called… My examples: Example in numbers: 
    

When you evaluate,, you carefully 
look at a math problem  to 
determine what to do.  To evaluate 
an expression with a variable, 
replace the variable with a 
number.  Solve the problem. 

Evaluate  

d = 6 
 

4 x d 
(also written  4 · d, 4(d), 4 d) 

4 x 6 = 24 

When one of the factors is 1, the 
product equals the other number. Property of One  

5 x 1 = 5 
144 x 1 = 144 

If we have a number times the 
sum of two numbers, we can 
DISTRIBUTE the first number 
across the sum and multiply it by 
each of the second numbers, and 
then do the adding. 

Distributive 
Property 

 

Break apart the numbers to 
make them easier to 

multiply: 
 

20 x 13 = 20 x (10+3) 
= (20 x 10) + (20 x 3) 
= (200) + (60) 
=260 

    

    

    

 

Math Cheat Sheet  
This is meant as a guide.  Not an absolute solution for all math word problems. 
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