
Name: ________________________________ 

Design Your Own Rube Goldberg Machine!  
Here’s your chance to invent something you’ve always wanted to have! Something that would 

makes your life a lot easier! 

DIRECTIONS 

o Draw on poster paper a Rube 

Goldberg creation of your own. 

o Come up with a creative title, 

concept, and problem to solve. 

o Must include the following simple 

machines (color coded): 

1. Inclined plane (green) 

2. Lever (purple) 

3. Pulley (orange) 

4. Wheel & Axle (red) 

5. Screw (blue) 

o Each step should be lettered and correspond with narrative that will be stapled to the cartoon 

(see example below). 

o Finally, remember that the philosophy behind Rube Goldberg machines was “gadgets for the 

sake of gadgets” and not being realistic. (Remember the example videos from class!) 

o You will have an opportunity to share your amazing invention with the rest of the class. 

Remember to have fun with this, but follow the rubric. 

o Staple this sheet (with rubric side showing) to the back of your poster.  
 

 

 

 

 



Name: ________________________________ 

 

Title: ________________________________________________________________ 

Problem solved: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rube Goldberg Machine Rubric 

 
 

5 points 4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point Totals 

Title 
 &  

Problem Solved 

Clever title and 
problem solved 

labeled on 
cartoon 

Title and 
problem 

labeled on 
cartoon 

A title, but no 
problem solved 

No title, but 
problem solved 

is listed 

No title and 
no problem 

solved 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative 
(stapled to the 

drawing) 

Clearly walks 
through 

machine steps 
(letter by 

letter). 

Narrative 
contains most 

of the steps 

Narrative is 
short and 

doesn’t explain 
all steps. 

Narrative 
unclear and 

steps are not 
given. 

No narrative 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Simple 
Machines  

Clearly used all 
5 simple 

machines, at 
least once 

each. 

Used 4 of the 5 
simple 

machines. 

Used 3 of the 5 
simple 

machines. 

Used 2 of the 5 
simple 

machines. 

Used 1 or 
none of the 5 

simple 
machines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attractiveness 

The poster is 
attractive in 

terms of 
design, layout 
and neatness.  
Poster is color 

coded 
correctly. 

The poster is 
attractive in 

terms of 
design, layout 
and neatness.  

Poster is 
colored. 

The poster is 
acceptable but 
messy. Some 

color is added. 

The poster is 
somewhat 

acceptable, but 
very messy. 

Some color is 
added. 

 The poster is 
unreadable 

with no color 
added. 

 

Use of Class 
Time 

Used time well 
during class. 
Focused on 
getting the 

project 
finished. Never 

distracted 
others. 

Used time well 
during class. 

Usually focused 
on getting the 

project finished 
and never 
distracted 

others. 

Used some 
time well 

during class; 
sometimes 

focused on the 
project.  

Occasionally 
distracts 
others. 

Used very little 
of the class 

time to focus 
on the project 

OR often 
distracted 

others. 

Did not use 
class time to 
focus on the 
project OR 

often 
distracted 

others. 

 

 

TOTAL:_____________/25  

You will receive extra credit if you go above and beyond with extra steps in your design. 


