
Personal Timeline 
Introduction 

In today’s world, the historical timeline in the world is divided into 2 sections, Before Common Era (BCE) and Common Era (CE). The current 

year is 2014 CE, but when studying different civilizations, you have probably noticed that many of the years are BCE. For instance, Egypt’s Queen 

Hatshepsut was born in 1508 BCE. This means that she was born 1508 years before the Common Era. As she progressed in age, she got slightly 

closer to the Common Era, but she died at the age of 50 in 1458 BCE. Although it looks like a mistake, she lived 1508-1458 BCE. You can think of it 

as negative integers. 2014 is a positive integer, whereas 1508 BCE (-1508) and 1458 BCE (-1458) are negative integers. Although 1458 BCE is less 

than 1508 BCE, 1458 BCE is 50 years closer to the Common Era than 1508 BCE. 

 

Directions 
 Create a timeline based on your own history. Your Common Era will begin when you were born and will increase through your current age. 

Include important events in your life (e.g. vacations, “firsts,” national/world events). Include at least 10 events in your Common Era. Your “Before 

Common Era” will include events that happened before you were born (e.g. birth of an older sibling, parents’ wedding, national/world events). 

Include at least 10 events in your Before Common Era. You might have to ask your family members about these events if you don’t know the exact 

year something happened. You should have at least 20 events on your timeline when finished. On your timeline, draw and color a picture of 

yourself and pictures of at least 6 events (3 events from each era). 

 

Examples of Before Common Era events Examples of Common Era events 

 The day your parents met 

 Your parents’ wedding 

 Your ancestors coming to 

the United States 

 Neil Armstrong walking on 

the moon 

 

 Your family moving 

 The birth of an older 

sibling, friend, relative, 

personal hero, or 

famous person  

 Meeting your best friend 

 Winning a contest 

 The birth of a younger 

sibling 

 Your family moving 

 Your first day of school  

 Joining band  

 The Seattle Seahawks winning 

the Super Bowl  

 Getting a new pet 

 

 

 There are several events you can choose. Include events that you think are important. Then, put them in chronological (time) order. The 

event on the far left should have happened first, and the event on the far right should have happened most recently. The black bar in the middle of 

your timeline is the day of your birth, which is the first day of your Common Era. If you would prefer, you could do a vertical timeline where the 

first event is at the top and the most recent event is at the bottom. When writing an event, use the following format: 

 

[Event Name], [Number of Years BCE or CE] (Actual Year) 
 

Examples:     Neil Armstrong walks on the moon, 33 BCE (1969)          

My parents’ wedding, 4 BCE (1998)      

My first day of school, 5 CE (2007) 
 

Hint: To figure out the year according to your common era, subtract the actual year from your birth year. For example, the actual year of 

Neil Armstrong first walking on the moon is 1969. If your birth year is 2002, subtract the two numbers. In this case, 2002-1969 is 33, so the year 

would be 33 BCE. 

 

 

Tips & Reminders 
 When finished with organizing your timeline, don’t forget to draw/color a picture of yourself and 6 events.  

 Also, give your timeline a title (e.g. My Personal Timeline or *Your Name+’s Era). Make sure your title is readable from a distance.  

 Consider using a flare pen, marker, or colored pencil to go over some of the words (e.g. the title, year, event).  

 Pay close attention to the directions. Refer to this rubric if you have questions. 

 You will have a few days during our history period to work on your personal timeline. It is due Thursday, April 17th. 


